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Eve Wittlin-Young
Government Meeting for Monday 2/21 Synopsis (Web Broadcasting)
Viewed 2/26
After viewing the City Commission Meeting via web broadcasting I can now see how these meetings are incredibly valuable to the community members. These meetings create awareness of the events and situations that are actively going on in the community and offer community members to become involved by speaking their opinions and ideas on particular items as well. However, I was quite surprised on the extensive length of this meeting, and due to the length and vast amount of material discussed and debated I will summarize the data I had found to be the most significant and that has the most impact on public health and overall health of the community. 
During the early segment of this meeting a certificate of recognition was announced and awarded to an Investigator of Deltona who had successfully “taken down” a large cocaine operation and seized 1200 gm of cocaine and $9,000 of drug money. First of all, I could not believe that there was a drug/ cocaine act going on in my community, I find this incredibly important to discuss because having drugs, such as cocaine, in our community significantly affects our community member’s health and safety. For instance, many drug operations often produces an increase in crime and violence in the community and all community members must be aware of these operations that exist in order to contact correct officials when suspecting suspicious activity to promote health and safety to all community members. I also would not want my children near any sort of drug activity nor individuals on drugs. If we were to work together as a community to a promote drug free environment and no tolerance, all individual’s health would benefit. Also in the early segment there was a presentation completed on decreasing financial fraud and Medicare fraud that I had appreciated. I believe that if Medicare fraud was decreased and the money that is being “wasted” and spent illegally was stopped, there would be more funding available to the individuals who honestly need the money for actual services to improve and maintain their health, ultimately increasing the health of the public/ community members.
A major issue that seemed to be discussed at several points in the meeting, that I feel may have a significant impact on my community, was the topic of neighborhood stabilization program. To begin, there was a community member, Mike that had announced the great success they have had with this program, he had shared with the community a particular event that was held over a previous weekend with a large number of relators on site, open houses were provided and houses were being sold. At first I was unsure what this member was speaking about, until later on in the meeting a third cycle of Neighborhood Stabilization Program was discussed in depth.  It was announced that the city is eligible to receive $1,965,066. 23 for this program, where basically vacant homes are bought in the community then fixed in it’s entirely and sold on the market. I thought this program would be wonderful to promote health to the community because I always view vacant homes as a safety hazard in the community, whether it be a fire hazard, a drowning hazard if the vacant house had a pool, a health hazard and not to mention the fact that many homeless or troubled individuals will take over vacant homes and it becomes an area for crime, such as rape, to occur so to remove as many vacant homes from the community is ideal. I was disappointed to hear, though, the debate over this issue. There were a few members present that had felt the program was useless and that the homes would not get sold. Members were confident to say that foreclosure homes will sell first, as they are more affordable in the market. There was even a member that had said to send the money back to the federal government, I honestly could not believe it, here the city can take the million dollars, remove the hazards of vacant homes, and provide jobs/ work when contracting and repairing these homes (stimulating our economy) to better our community and they are questioning whether to send the money back, I was shocked.
During this meeting there were many other topics discussed such as the distribution of EECBG funds and spending the funds on solar panels for signals and pedestrian signs, many community members voiced their opinions on the outrageous million dollar budget for repairing Ft. Smith, the requirement of level 2 background checks and the differences between level one and level two, and creating a farmer’s market in the community. A few other topics that were debated in detail that I would like to share include stopping the operation of internet cafes, removing pain clinics and preventing dispensing where drugs are prescribed, and providing a boxing gym for community members.  I do agree with discontinuing the use of internet cafes, personally my brother had owned and operated an internet café in Ocala (it was closed down) and I had once visited him and was disappointed to see the population that he was serving. Many of the customers I had discovered were unemployed and were actually using their unemployment or other types of government assistance money, to gamble which I found to be unacceptable; also, he was once robbed so I do believe that this type of business has the possibility of increasing the crime in a community. Luckily there was not much debate over the discontinuing of these sweepstakes. It was also discussed that pain clinics should not be able to operate and a practitioner should not be able to prescribe controlled substances where they are dispensed. There was much discussion on the statistical data of opiates that was presented during this meeting, the statistical data being stated included that out of all of the oxycontin prescribed in the United States, 85% of oxycontin pills are dispersed in Florida and that 41.2 million doses of oxycodone were prescribed from Florida Healthcare practitioners in just six months. There was no debate over these issues, all individuals agreed that these medications should not be so easily obtained in order to protect the health of community members and decrease the number of individuals that overdose from these medications.  Lastly, a major issue that was debated intensely was the approval for renewal of the facility use for a boxing academy. There were community members that had spoken openly for the need of this boxing academy in Deltona, some had stated that this is a sport that creates brotherhood among members and keeps kids out of the street and into positive and purposeful acts. There were even community members that had shared their personal stories of how this sport has helped their child perform better in school. Then there were community members that were completely against this sporting activity, discussing the injury risk and brain damage that may occur with this violent sport. The risks of lawsuits were also discussed heavily. For instance, when an individual is severely injured the city may possibly be liable for this injury as it was in their facility. Personally, as a mother and a nurse, I could not imagine why anyone would want to become involved in such a dangerous “sport”. I honestly do not understand the purpose of this so called sport, where the goal is to actually attack your opponent and “knock out” the other human being that is standing in front of you. I see boxing as a very crude sport that has the potential of increasing violence in individuals and possibly in the community. Overall, I found this city meeting to be beneficial as a community member, I had discovered multiple issues that are currently going on in my community that I had no idea even existed.  I definitely look forward to viewing further meetings to gain knowledge of the events that are happening in the community.       
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REGULAR CITY COMMISSION MEETING
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2011
6:30 P.M.

DELTONA COMMISSION CHAMBERS
2345 PROVIDENCE BLVD.
DELTONA, FLORIDA
AGENDA
ENTIRE AGENDA PACKET
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. ROLL CALL - CITY CLERK
3. SILENT INVOCATION AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES & AGENDA:
A. Minutes:
Regular City Commission Meeting - February 7, 2011.
B. Additions or Deletions to Agenda.
5. PRESENTATIONS/AWARDS/REPORTS:

A. Certificate of Recognition - Sheriff's Office Employee of the Year - Investigator Aaron Blais.

B. Presentation by Mr. Randall Brown, Regional Field Director, Florida Department of Financial
Services.

6. PUBLIC FORUM - Citizen comments for items not on the agenda.

(4 minute maximum length)

CONSENT All items marked with an * will be considered by one motion unless removed

CONSENT AGENDA: All items marked with an * will be considered by one motion unless removed
from the Consent Agenda by a member of the City Commission. If an item is removed for
clarification only, it will be discussed immediately following action on the Consent Agenda. If an
item is removed for further discussion, it will be discussed under New Business immediately
following the last listed item.

7. CONSENT AGENDA:

*A. Request for waiver of fess - Deltona Little League Opening Day Parade.

*B. Request for Approval of Award of Bid #PW 11-01, Roadway Improvements for Fort Smith
Boulevard (Section 2) Providence Boulevard to Primrose Terrace.

*C. Request for Approval to Purchase two (2) parcels of property for use in the next phase of the Ft.
Smith Blvd. project.
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*D. Request for Approval of Budget Amendment to pay for demolition of four (4) structures.
8. ORDINANCES AND -PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A. Public Hearing - Ordinance No. 01-2011, Pertaining to dispensing of controlled substances in the
City of Deltona, for second and final reading.

B. Public Hearing - Ordinance No. 02-2011, An ordinance establishing Level 2 background checks
for employees, for second and final reading.

C. Public Hearing - Ordinance No. 03-2011, An ordinance prohibiting the operation of internet cafes,
for first reading.

9. OLD BUSINESS:

A. Request for Approval for Renewal of Facility Use Agreement for 2010-2011 with the Taino Boxing
Academy.

10. NEW BUSINESS:

A. Re-evaluation of Resolution No. 2010-17, Granting a Conditional Use for the property located at
1649 Providence Bivd. for use as a Farmer’s Market under certain conditions.

B. Request for approval of the proposed Substantial Amendment to the Five Year Consolidated Plan
and the Action Plan for Program Year 2010/2011 for the third cycle of the Neighborhood
Stabilization Program (NSP 3) Management Plan.

C. Discussion re: direction on the redistribution of EECBG funds.

11. CITY COMMISSION COMMENTS:

12. CITY ATTORNEY COMMENTS:

13. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS:

14. ADJOURNMENT:

NOTE: If any person decides to appeal any decision made by the City Commission with respect to any
matter considered at this meeting or hearing, he/she will need a record of the proceedings, and for such
purpose he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based (F.S. 286.0105).

Individuals with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these proceedings should contact the
City Clerk at least three (3) working days in advance of the meeting date and time at (386) 878-8100.

Letus know what you think!
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